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Really, Dr Kinsey?
''According to UieKinsey Rci>on
Every average man you know
Likes his lovey-dovey to court
When U>e tanptrarurc is low.
But when l)w thcrmomcicr goes way up..

A lot more tlian the lyrics of Cole Porter will need rewriiing '
unless serious diargcs against the Ute Alfred C. Kinsey imd three of
lus coUeagucs are rcbuncd. The Kinsey reports (one in 194fl on
males and the companion five years later) claimt^ d\at sexual
a(niv5iy began much earlier in life, was more varied and more
frequent, and displayed less horror ofage differences and same-sex
leladonships than anyone fit that time imagined. It was as if, to
follow MrPorter agQin> **Anything goes". InKir^, SexandProud
DrJudidi A. Rei&man and her colleagues demolish the foundadons
ofthe two reports.^ At the one-third mark the book swtches target
to tlie "liberal" codes ofsexual morality and se:c cducadon that have
been built, it is alleged, on the Kinsey findi^. The^ important
allegadons fix>m the sdentific viewpoint are imperfecnons in the
sample and unethical, possibly criminal, observadons on diildr^.
AnyquesDuiuiaire survey inanormally private area is subjectto bias
from differences in those who respond and tho^ who refuse, and
there isno ready means ofchecking tlie information. The book goes
beyond that, however, for Kinsey et al questioned m
unrepresentarive proportion ofprison inmates and sex offenders in
asurvey of"normal** sexual behaviour. Presumably someat least of
those offenders were also thesources ofinfonnadon on stimuladon
to orgasm in young children that can only have come from
paedophiles—or so it must be hoped. Kinsey, an otherwise
harmless student of the gall wasp, has left liis former co-workers
some explaining to do.
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